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Drexel University Tops Nation’s 
Schools with Wind Energy 
In an agreement with Community Energy, Inc., a southeastern 
Pennsylvania green power marketer, Drexel University has 
become the top wind energy university in the country. In July, 
Drexel announced it was committing to the purchase of all the 
power generated by the new 60-megawatt Pocono Wind Farm 
near Scranton, PA. “Drexel University is committed to a 
balanced energy acquisition strategy and our purchase from 
Community Energy, Inc will complement our energy purchases 
from traditional sources,” said Drexel President Constantine 
Papadakis. “We are excited to be in the vanguard of alternative 
energy users, because our university takes pride in applying 
tomorrow’s technologies today.” 

Drexel’s wind purchase is the equivalent of about 10 percent of 
its energy needs and will eliminate the annual equivalent of: 
11,000 lbs. of nitrogen oxide (precursor to smog); 36,000 lbs. of 
sulfur dioxide (creates acid rain); 4.5 million lbs. of carbon 
dioxide (contributor to global warming); 0.14 pound of mercury.
Carbon dioxide reductions are equivalent to planting 652 acres 
of trees or taking 342 cars off the road.   

EPA Announces “Resource 
Conservation Challenge” 
On September 9th at the National Recycling Coalition’s 21st 
Annual Congress and Exposition in Austin, Texas, EPA 
announced its Resource Conservation Challenge, a call to “all
Americans to take a ‘hands-on’ approach to helping conserve 
our precious natural resources.” Two major goals were 
unveiled: boosting the national recycling rate from 30 
percent to 35 percent; and curbing the generation of 30 
harmful chemicals by 50 percent. Both goals are to be met or 
exceeded by 2005.  

The Challenge comprises 68 projects emphasizing flexibility, 
partnership, and innovation in the fields of waste 
minimization, energy recovery, recycling, and land 
revitalization.  

To support the Challenge, EPA has pledged to support 
efforts by establishing partnerships and alliances among 
industry, state and environmental groups; by providing 
training, tools, and technology assistance for business, 
government and citizen groups; by implementing outreach 
and assistance programs to the general population, especially 
youth and minority groups.  

www.epa.gov/epaoswer/ose/conserve/index.htm 

 

Habitat for Humanity Opens 
ReStore in Chester County 
Habitat for Humanity of Chester County opened its new 
Resale Store Operation (ReStore) last spring and has already 
diverted 125 tons of material from local landfills and 
incinerators. The ReStore accepts overstocked, used, 
discontinued, and salvageable building materials. The public 
can purchase these materials at reduced prices and the 
proceeds help build affordable housing in Chester County. 
For more information call 610-466-1890. 

Funded in part by grants from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection and the Philadelphia Streets Department Recycling Unit. 
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What It Takes to Be a Great 
Waste Manager 
By Jerry Goldstein, Editor and Publisher, BioCycle 

If a major league baseball team is going to win the pennant,
they’ve “gotta have heart!” That point is made in the 
musical, Damn Yankees. The same advice applies to today’s 
waste managers, but they even need to have more to win in 
the league they play in. They need vision – a clear idea of 
what their goals are; they need equipment; they need 
commitment and the funding to fulfill commitment. Public 
policies and private investment must come together so that 
waste managers can become potent resource developers.  

 Our professional responsibilities must reflect the critical 
demand for sustainable solutions for creating resources, 
not merely avoiding pollution from disposal. We live at a 
time when methods like burial and incineration are the 
status quo in too many levels of government and private 
industry. While this makes the ability to shift from waste 
manager to resource developer daunting in many circles, 
the truth is that there are many enterprising individuals, 
public agencies, and private companies for whom burial 
and incineration can no longer be mainstream or “part of 
the job.” 

The professional ranks are rapidly reflecting this major 
shift. The evidence is everywhere. In California, a county 
solid waste management district changes its name to 
resource and energy district. In upstate New York, 
communities linked up with transfer stations, waste 
reduction companies, generators, state agencies, and farms 
to build an infrastructure for composting food residuals 
and obtaining source separated feedstocks. 

It will take time to achieve what we know is achievable. 
That’s why we’ve “gotta have heart…to open any door.” 

Adapted from an editorial in BioCycle, August 2002. For more 
information, go to: www.jgpress.com   

 

Pennsylvania Reaches 35 percent 
According to DEP Secretary David Hess, the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has achieved its 35 
percent recycling goal a year early.Speaking on behalf of 
Governor Mark Schweiker, Hess made his announcement 
at a meeting of the Professional Recycling Officials of PA. 
The state’s original recycling goal of 25 percent was met in 
1997. 
 

Donate Old Cell Phones to FAIR 
for Senior Citizen 911 Program 
Don’t throw out your old cell phone! FAIR (Fairness 
Advocates for Intergenerational Rights), a local non-profit, 
will accept obsolete cell phones, refurbish them, and then 
distribute them to seniors as 911 devices. “Your old cell 
phone could save someone’s life and save you money,” says 
Joe Michalski, executive director of FAIR. “A cell phone is a 
lifeline to help, and these donated phones could be the 
difference between life and death for hundreds of senior 
citizens.” 

FAIR has already distributed 1,500 phones, but they’ve 
received 3,600 requests. Phones are provided to seniors free 
of charge and reconditioned with no service carrier. They can
only be used for 911 calls. In addition, FAIR is able to 
provide documentation for charitable giving tax purposes 
valued at up to $150 per phone.  FAIR is looking for both 
digital and analog units and stresses that phones with 
chargers are most desirable. For more information call 215-
333-4006.

RESOURCE FACTOID 
 
Personal computer users throw away four million 
computer disks every day.  Source: Greendisk, Inc. 
 

www.greendisk.com 
 

1-800-305-DISK 

Make Recycling Cultural 
At the Philadelphia Museum of Art 

November 15, 2002 
 
Celebrate America Recycles Day with the Greater 
Philadelphia Commercial Recycling Council. Learn how 
your recycling program is helping reduce global 
warming. Discuss ways to make recycling and waste 
reduction a standard part of workplace culture. 
Meet some of the region’s top environmental 
professionals.   
 
Tickets for the all-day event are $55 for GPCRC 
members and $85 for non-members. Registration 
materials are available on-line at www.gpcrc.com or 
call Debbie Horan at 610-544-0337. This event is 
sponsored by Waste Management, Inc. and 
supported by grants from the PA DEP and the 
Philadelphia Streets Department. 
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Greater Philadelphia Commercial Recycling Council 
PO Box 71  
Morton, PA 19070 
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Printed on recycled paper, of course! 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

GPCRC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

PLACE TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 
DATE OCTOBER 15, 2002 
Contact David Biddle at 215-247-3090 for more information 
 

MAKE RECYCLING  CULTURAL 

PLACE PHILADELPHIA MUSEUM OF ART 
Date November 15, 2002 

Contact David Biddle at 215-247-3090 for more information 

 

COUNCIL WORKSHOP & TRADESHOW 

PLACE TBA 
Time April 2003 

Contact David Biddle at 215-247-3090 for more information 

GPCRC Conference to be held at Art 
Museum:  Make Recycling Cultural! 
November 15, 2002 America Recycles Day 

The secret to a successful recycling program is making it part 
of work culture. If employees understand that their behavior 
makes a difference, if recycling is convenient, and if program 
managers are given the proper support from the top down, 
recycling and waste reduction can be highly successful 
endeavors. 

GPCRC will hold its annual meeting at the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art on November 15th (America Recycles Day) 
with the theme: Make Recycling Cultural. There will be a 
morning discussion on recycling and its effect on climate 
change, DEP Secretary David Hess as keynote speaker, and 
then a special afternoon open membership meeting and 
awards presentation. Tickets are $55 for members and $85 
for non-members.  
Go to our web site for registration materials: 
(www.gpcrc.com), or call Debbie Horan at 610-544-0337. 
There is limited seating, so don’t delay. The day promises to 
be both educational and exciting. 


