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Waste Fee Legislation Moving 
Through PA Legislature 
 

Since passage of PA Act 101 -- which mandates that 
municipalities set up recycling programs for commercial and 
residential waste generators -- program development, research, 
education, and technical support to businesses and local 
government has been funded by a $2 surcharge for municipal 
solid waste disposed or incinerated in the state. Many 
environmentalists have feared that this $2 fee which is paid into 
the state’s Recycling Fund would come to an end when Act 101 
deadlines were complete. 

In the past several months the PA House has offered two 
separate bills that would modify the Recycling Fee. HB 2190 
seeks to make the $2 fee permanent while HB 2345 offers to 
increase the fee to $6 and to disburse money to a number of 
environmentally related programs. It is not clear whether HB 
2345 was intended to supplant the $2 Recycling Fee. 

continued on page 2

Commercial Recycling Council 
Offers Free Waste Program 
Evaluations 
The Greater Philadelphia Commercial Recycling Council 
(GPCRC) is now offering free waste audits and technical 
support to facilities throughout the region interested in 
setting up recycling programs or up-grading existing ones.  
Audits include an evaluation of trash disposal economics, 
recommendations for cost reduction recycling programs, and 
advice on up-grading existing recycling programs. GPCRC 
waste audit services are primarily intended for office 
buildings, hospitals, educational institutions, research 
facilities, multi-unit retail establishments, business districts, 
hotels, manufacturing operations, and large food service 
establishments. 

GPCRC services also include assistance to regulated 
Philadelphia businesses and facilities in completing the 
official Philadelphia Commercial Recycling Plan (see article 
on page 3). Call 215-247-3090 to set up an appointment for a 
FREE waste audit and recycling evaluation. 

 

GPCRC.com Up and Running 
With extensive help from our webmasters at Greenworks.tv, 
the Greater Philadelphia Commercial Recycling Council 
unveils its new web site information clearinghouse. The site, 
located on the Internet at: http://www.gpcrc.com/ provides 
a comprehensive set of resource pages to assist managers in 
the Greater Philadelphia region with setting up efficient and 
economically-sound recycling programs. Check out the Jump-
Start section to take your waste management program to the 
next level; find summaries of key regulatory issues; go to our 
Factoids page; or just use the Links section as a portal to other 
useful web sites.  

Funded in part by grants from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection and the Philadelphia Streets Department Recycling Unit. 
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EPA Proposes Rules for 
Computer Monitor and 
Television CRT Disposition 
The United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) has proposed changes to relax waste regulations for 
computer and television equipment containing cathode ray 
tubes (CRTs). Current regulations effectively relegate 
CRTs, which can contain up to eight pounds of lead in 
their glass, to the category of hazardous waste if more than 
100 kg/month (7-8 monitors) require disposal. EPA 
estimates that 250 million computers will be retired in the 
U.S. over the next five years.  

The proposed regulatory changes allow companies to 
transfer monitors for reuse or recycling without 
consideration as hazardous waste as long as the agency’s 
Universal Waste Rules are met. Such rules were first 
proposed in 1995 to address the disposal of fluorescent 
lamps and batteries.  Under EPA’s guidelines for CRTs, 
glass sent for recycling and managed in accordance with 
storage, labeling, and transportation requirements is an 
acceptable method for handling obsolete monitors and 
TVs. 

Handlers of universal waste products follow special 
standards for material recovery. Information on Universal 
Waste Rules may be found on the Council’s web site at 
www.GPCRC.com. A copy of EPA’s proposed rule 
change may be accessed at: 

www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/recycle/electron/crt.htm  

 

Boise Cascade Announces 100% 
Recycled-Content Office Paper 
Boise Cascade Corporation is now offering a new 100-
percent post-consumer recycled office paper called Aspen 
100. Feedstock for this state-of-the-art product comes 
from office paper recycling programs. According to Boise, 
Aspen 100 is 20-pound basis weight and has a brightness 
factor of 84 making it some of the brightest recycled paper 
on the market. Boise also produces another Aspen line of 
paper with 30-percent recycled-content. Aspen 100 was 
developed as a direct response to numerous Boise 
customers from large corporations, universities and 
government agencies who wanted to use high-quality, 100-
percent recycled paper. Information on Boise’s products 
can be found at:    www.bc.com   

The Senate is now considering modifications to these two 
bills in the form of SB 1382 which combines the two house 
bills but reduces the overall tipping fee surcharge to $4, with 
a new sunset date set for 2009. 

Copies of the bills referenced here may be found on the 
Internet at: 

www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2001/0/HB2190.HTM  

www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/ALL/2001/0/HB2345.HTM  

www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/BT/2001/0/SB1382P1879.HTM  

 

Wireless Waste Becoming a Trash 
Problem 
According to a report by the research group Inform, Inc., 
over the next three years Americans will throw away 130 
million cell phones as the third generation of 
telecommunications technology begins to take hold.  Other 
forms of wireless waste, including pagers, music players, and 
PDAs will add to this problem. Go to:  

www.informinc.org/cellphone.htm  

Waste Fees, continued from page 1

Join the Council
as a Vendor Member

And Advertise Here.

Call 215-247-2974 for more information.

RESOURCE FACTOID 
 
Recycling one aluminum can saves enough energy to 
run a television for 3 hours or to light a 100-watt bulb 
for 3.5. Source: United States Environmental 
Protection Agency 
 
The average employee consumes 2.5 cans of soda each 
day at work. Source: The Aluminum Association; 
www.aluminum.org  
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W E B  S I T E S  O F  N O T E  

MACREDO www.libertynet.org/macredo is the web 
site for the Mid-Atlantic Consortium of Recycling and 
Economic Development Officials. MACREDO has 
compiled one of the most complete recycling market 
databases available in the region. Go here also to find 
information on electronics recycling, green buildings, 
construction recycling & reuse, and innovative mixed paper
recovery. 

 
Green Clips www.greendesign.net/greenclips is an 
environmental E-Zine posted twice a month that provides 
a convenient summary of news on sustainable building 
design and related government and business issues. You 
can access the archives by going to the web site above or 
you can subscribe directly via e-mail by sending a blank 
message to subscribe-greenclips@listserv.energy.wsu.edu. 
Two Internet sites host GreenClips archives for reference 
and research: 
http://listserv.energy.wsu.edu/greenclips/visit.html  
(keyword search) 
http://www.greendesign.net/greenclips  (browse contents) 
 

PROP www.proprecycles.org the web site for the 
Professional Recyclers of Pennsylvania provides useful 
information on the nuts and bolts of recycling program 
management. Among its many missions, PROP is 
dedicated to providing programs that increase the 
professional knowledge of recycling managers in both the 
public and private sectors. Proprecycles.org is also a good 
place to go if you’re concerned about solid waste and 
recycling legislation in the state. 

 

Delaware Green Industries Program 
http://www.state.de.us/dedo is a program managed by the 
Delaware Economic Development Office. Go to the 
“Help for Delaware Businesses” section or type Green 
Industries into the search box. This site offers a 
comprehensive guide to reuse, a listing of Delaware 
recycling companies, Buy Recycled FAQs, and information 
on financial and technical assistance for recycling-related 
business development. 

Membership Form 
 
Register Now! The Commercial Recycling Council is a member-driven 
organization. Our mission is to help you save your organization money while 
being environmentally responsible. We’re only as good as our members make 
us.  

Name _________________________________________ 

Title __________________________________________ 

Company ______________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City ____________________ State ____ Zip __________ 

Phone ____________________ FAX ________________ 

E-Mail ________________________________________ 

Choose a category : 

General Member $25 ___ 

Corporate/Vendor Member $250 ___ 

 
Date: _________________________________________ 
 
Make check payable to Commercial Recycling Council and mail 
to: Membership, PO Box 71, Morton, PA 19002. Call 215-247-
3090 with questions. 
 
You can also find membership registration information at our 
web site: www.gpcrc.com  
 
.

Smart Office Tip #4 
 
Use clear bags for trash and recycling collections so you can see 
what’s being collected. Be sure cleaners are only making one pass 
to collect trash along with recyclables.  

RECYCLING IS CULTURAL 
 

Celebrate America Recycles Day  
with the Commercial Recycling Council at our 

Annual Meeting and Recognition Program. 
Reservations Required. 

 
Philadelphia Museum of Art 

 
November 15, 2002 Save the Date! 
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Greater Philadelphia Commercial Recycling Council 
PO Box 71  
Morton, PA 19070 
 
 

  

  
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

 
 
 
 

 
Printed on recycled paper, of course! 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

GPCRC TOUR OF PAPER RECYCLING FACILITY 

PLACE RAPID RECYCLING, OAKS, PA 
TIME JULY 16, 2002 
Contact David Biddle at 215-247-3090 for more information 

 

PROFESSIONAL RECYCLERS OF PA - ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 

PLACE MALVERN, PA 
TIME JULY 31-AUGUST 2, 2001 
Contact PROP at 814-742-7777 for more information  
 

RECYCLING IS CULTURAL 

PLACE PHILADELPHIA MUSEUM OF ART 
Time November 15, 2002 

Contact David Biddle at 215-247-3090 for more information 

Philadelphia Recycling Office 
Streamlines Commercial Recycling 
Form 
In an effort to simplify reporting procedures, the 
Philadelphia Recycling Office (PRO) has produced a new 
Recycling Plan for building managers and business owners to 
complete and make available to all employees and occupants 
of buildings regulated by the City’s commercial recycling 
regulations. The new plan no longer requires documentation 
on tonnage for each type of recyclable. A simple check-box 
system is all that is required indicating the types of material 
that are being recycled. 

The PRO has long been aware that the old plan was 
cumbersome and that tonnage figures for recyclables were 
hard to verify. Staff are also aware that the majority of 
facilities in Philadelphia need to update their old plans but 
that the difficulty of providing adequate documentation has 
deterred building managers from completing the old form.  

The new plan was developed in consultation with the 
GPCRC and may be accessed at our web site in the 
Resources page. A hard copy may be obtained from the PRO
by calling 215-686-5586.  


